Sea Turtles
American Spaces Student Worksheet
by the Smithsonian Ocean Portal
There are seven species of sea turtles, which are marine reptiles that need to breathe air to
survive. Six of the seven species are found in US and other waters, while the flatback
turtle is only found in the Western Indo-Pacific. Most of their lives are spent at sea, with
some species diving to depths of 900 meters (3000 feet). They return to the shore to lay
eggs, often making long journeys to go to specific beaches year after year.
Currently all six of the species found in US waters are listed as endangered under the
Endangered Species Act, and those six are also found on the IUCN Red List, where their
listings range from Vulnerable to Critically Endangered. Human activities pose a number
of threats to sea turtles. The animals can become entangled in fishing gear, or wrapped up
in marine debris. They often mistake pieces of plastic trash for food, causing illness or
death. Coastal habitat destruction can impact their nesting grounds that they return to year
after year. Poaching of adults and eggs continues to be an issue and the warming sea
impacts their typical cues for coming to shore and laying eggs.
Objectives:
- Know the different species of sea turtles
- Understand the impacts that humans can have on sea turtles
- Understand how climate change impacts sea turtles
Look through the seven sea turtle species slideshow (http://ocean.si.edu/meet-seven-seaturtle-species). Write down answers individually or in small groups, and then go over the
following questions as a group.
1. How deep can turtles dive?

2. List three threats that sea turtles face.

3. What do green sea turtles eat?

4. What makes the leatherback sea turtle different from other sea turtle species?

VOCABULARY SCAVENGER HUNT:
1. Define "carapace"

2. Define "arribada”

Additional Reading and Media
Crowds Cheer as Turtles Return to the Sea (Video): http://ocean.si.edu/ocean-videos/seaturtles-return-sea
Loggerhead turtle escapes from fishing net: http://ocean.si.edu/ocean-photos/loggerheadescapes-fishing-net
Surveying Life On Sea Turtles: http://ocean.si.edu/blog/surveying-life-sea-turtles
Tagging and Tracking Ocean Animals: http://ocean.si.edu/blog/tagging-and-trackinganimals-underwater

